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or Town Hall as it was frequently called, was demolished.
The site, which in 1815 was valued at Rs. 30,000, was
together with one lakh of rupees presented to the Kirk
Session for their new Kirk, but to this day Government
pays to the Calcutta Free School a monthly rent of
Bs. 800 for the site.
In addition to the lakh given by Government,
Rs. 36,000 were raised by public subscriptions. The
building was completed in 1818, but a debt of Rs. 80,000
remained until 1834 when it was wiped out by the*Govern-
ment. The Mirror newspaper of March 12th,1818, which
describes the opening of St. Andrew's, is very eloquent
on the subject of the beauties of the " Enharmonic
Organ'' which—no doubt to the dismay of sterner disciples
of John Knox—adorned the Kirk.
" It has been usually allowed that the organ has hitherto been an imper-
fect instrument from the circumstance of its only containing twelve sounds
within the octave—this number not being sufficient to satisfy the ear in any
one key, whereas composers have written in twenty-four keys for it.
.... The Enharmonic organ produces perfect harmony and melody in
thirty keys, and this by introducing as occasion may require, thirty-nine
sounds in the octave, by means of pedals, while the keyboard remains the
same." H. D. Sandeman: Select ions frm Calcutta Gazettes, Vol. V, 252.
The present Organ was built by Messrs, Gray & Davison
in 1858 at the cost of Rs. 10,000.
In the Vestry will be found a portrait of Dr. Bryce by
Sir J. W. Gordon, of his colleague and successor Dr. Charles
and the Revd. J. Maclister Thomson. The Kirk Session
has, by virtue of Act of Parliament, a right to
representation in the General Assembly of the Established
Kirk.
Turning up Mission Row, we find on our left
the old mission church.
On the Hth of April, 1740, the Society for the Promotion
of Christian Knowledge despatched to India ori a pay of
J&50 a year a young Swedish graduate of the University
of Halle—John Zachary Kiernander. In 1758 Cudda-
lore, where he had settled as a missionary, was captured
by the French,.and at the invitation of Lord Olive, Kier-
nander, with his wife Wendela came to Calcutta. He
at once commenced a school, and in the Old Church of

